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The Estonia – Latvia Programme, which is supported by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), welcomes cross-border cooperation projects from partners in Estonia and Latvia. Financing is available through competition for projects that involve at least one partner from each country and demonstrate reasonable ground and well-developed plan for cooperation. 

Current call for proposals is open until 14 October 2011, 13:00 (final submission deadline for applications)

	In what thematic fields can the projects be submitted?

	Current call for proposals is open for projects under Programme’s thematic support priority 3 – “Active, sustainable and integrated communities”, which is aimed at improving the sustainability of the Programme area by promoting vitality of the local communities and supporting cross-border social and cultural interactions. 
Priority 3 is divided into two directions of support:
3.1. Improving the environment for active and sustainable communities
Eligible activities under this direction of support include, but are not limited to:
· Long-term and sustainable planning activities Development of cooperation between bordering municipalities, including common infrastructure and services

· Community projects: development of skills (regional speciality), study trips, initiating joint activities

· Improving (rural) life environment, availability and quality of services, including leisure activities

· Preserving the cultural value of settlements, co-operation of towns for the preservation of unique architecture, milieu value; preservation and popularisation of historical and cultural heritage 

3.2. Promoting grass-root level actions

Eligible activities under this direction of support include, but are not limited to:

· People-to-people activities, including social areas, culture exchange, exchange of professional experience, village societies, folklore groups, etc.

· Supporting youth work activities, including child and youth exchange (camps, vocational education, and applied higher education), hobby activities, and development of the relevant infrastructure

· Joint cultural events, festivals and cooperation of cultural groups

· Learning the language of the neighbouring country: language schools, summer schools, camps and competitions

· Activities supporting sustainable lifestyle, raising public environmental awareness

· Environmental learning and education
NB! Programme does not support projects in the field of sports, as large amount of priority 3 funding has been committed to sport projects

	Who can apply?

	Public, public equivalent and non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
Applicants from the targeted Programme area, which includes Kurzeme, Vidzeme, Rīga and Pierīga regions in Latvia and Hiiu, Jõgeva, Lääne, Põlva, Pärnu, Saare, Tartu, Valga, Viljandi and Võru counties in Estonia (please see the small map above and a detailed map under www.estlat.eu/programme/programme-area/). Projects should take place within this Programme area, and the partners should also be registered there (except for well justified exceptional cases that can be approved by the Monitoring Committee of the Programme – please contact the Joint Technical Secretariat first).

The programme especially encourages participation of municipalities in project applications, which would implement project activities in rural areas. 

	Total ERDF funding available for projects within the call for proposals

	512 229 EUR

	Criteria of project submission

	Projects thematically go under the available thematic fields as described above
Co-financing rate from the Programme is up to 85%

Maximum duration of a project is 18 months 

Maximum request for funding is 150 000 EUR
No construction or reconstruction works are allowed in the projects
Maximum amount of the budget line „Investments“ can be up to 1/3 of each partner’s budget

	Financing procedure

	Please note that there are no advance payments available in the Estonia – Latvia Programme. The projects, which are selected and approved via competition, receive reimbursement for their completed eligible activities after successful audit following each milestone (reporting period of 3 or 6 months, upon project’s choice). 

	Assistance

	Applicants are welcome to turn to the Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS) for consultations. It is strongly recommended to discuss the project ideas before submitting the application, and this can be done at the JTS main office in Tartu or Information Point in Riga (please contact us in advance to make an appointment). 

JTS provides consultations about the general suitability of your idea in the context of the Estonia – Latvia Programme (how your idea fits under the Programme’s goals, available directions of support and understanding of cross-border cooperation) and various technical issues regarding project application and assessment. Therefore we ask you to briefly describe us your idea and plans before coming to the consultation. (Please note that JTS cannot develop ideas or projects for you – this is responsibility of the applicant.) 

You are also very welcome to submit a draft application form to have it reviewed and commented by the JTS before the application. This can be done one time for each project during the call, and draft application has to be submitted until 23 September 2011, 13:00. Feedback from JTS will help you to understand the strengths and weaknesses of your project and allow you to make improvements before the final submission.

If you are in search for a cooperation partner, we recommend you to visit our website section “Partner search”, where you can share your idea online, see the ideas posted by other potential applicants, as well as find some helpful contact information of intermediary institutions. 

	Application documents and further information

	Application documents and more detailed information about the Estonia – Latvia Programme (including application requirements, application procedure and project selection) can be found at the Programme’s web page www.estlat.eu. Please visit the sections „Programme”,  „For Applicants”, and also study the Programme Manual available on the website in English, Estonian and Latvian.

	Contacts

	Janika Friedenthal
Programme Consultant (Tartu)
janika.friedenthal@estlat.eu
(372) 7377235, 

GSM: (372) 53480877
	Inese Dauškane
Programme Consultant (Tartu)
inese.dauskane@estlat.eu
(372) 7377233, 

GSM: (372) 5068805
	Liene Ābola 
Programme Consultant (Rīga)
liene.abola@estlat.eu
(371) 67350612 

GSM: (371) 20244230
	Rasma Rozenberga
Information Manager (Tartu)
rasma.rozenberga@estlat.eu
(372) 7377230
GSM: (372) 53067515

	Helena Järviste
Programme Consultant (Tartu)
helena.jarviste@estlat.eu
(372) 7377234, 

GSM: (372) 5281971
	Zanda Gailume
Programme Consultant (Tartu)
zanda.gailume@estlat.eu
(372) 7377232, 

GSM: (372) 53029969
	Joint Technical Secretariat

Main office: Sõbra 56, 51013 Tartu, Estonia

Information Point in Rīga: Ausekļa 14, Rīga, LV-1010, Latvia
www.estlat.eu
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